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Cover: Sacred Heart of
Jesus, Ink drawing on
Japanese tissue paper
with gold and palladium
leaf, by Daniel Mitsui,
danielmitsui.com

Diléyéit Nos - “He Loved Us So That Nothi

Could Ever Separate Us from that Love”

by Ted Keating, SM

Pope Francis’ final encyclical, Dilexit Nos, (“He Loved Us”)
on the Human and Divine Love of the Heart of Jesus Christ,
was published on October 24, 2024 (bit.ly/3U7d480).

This encyclical, on the Sacred Heart, was released quietly
during the last week of the Synod on Synodality. Dilexit Nos
is to be understood in conjunction with his previous two
encyclicals, Laudato Si’, on Care for Our Common Home,
and Fratelli Tutti, on Fraternity and Social Friendship.

Pope Francis wrote, “The present document can help
us see that the teaching of the social encyclicals...is not
unrelated to our encounter with the love of Jesus Christ,
.. For it is by drinking of that same love that we become
capable of forging bonds of fraternity, or recognizing the
dignity of each human being, and of working together to
care for our common home.”

- Dilexit Nos focuses on the themes of divine and human

love, the importance of the heart as a symbol of faith and
the need for a renewed focus on Christ’s love in a troubled
world. It emphasizes the Sacred Heart as a source of
compassion, healing and a call to action for Christians to
build a more just and loving world.

On November 15, 2025, Marists around the world
celebrated the sesquicentenary of the anniversary of the

death of Jean-Claude Colin, our founder. It is appropriate *
to choose as the theme of the 2026 Marist U.S. Province
Calendar the final encyclical of Pope Francis, Dilexit Nos,
as we recall the three foundational quotes of Fr. Colin
regarding the Sacred Heart (bit.ly/45r0jgZ):

“I must renew devotion to the Sacred Heart in the
Society, ...And is not devotion to the Sacred Heart
essentially the devotion to Love?”

“When we shall have understood what real love is, we
shall have understood - the form and exact intensity of
love to give to a creature - in and for God. Love properly
understood does not mutilate the soul. On the contrary,
it dilates it by bringing order and balance into it.”

“We have learnt to recognize the love God has in our
regard, to recognize it, and to make it our belief. God is
love; he who dwells in love dwells in God, and God in
him.”

It is our hope that the monthly quotes in this calendar
which stem from Dilexit Nos (“He Loved Us”) and the
images will help guide and remind us of the unconditional
and never-failing love Christ has for all of us.



https://bit.ly/3U7d48o
www.danielmitsui.com
https://www.maristway.org/Books/764.php

Statement of Identity

Mary of Nazareth, the first disciple of the Lord and Mother of the Church,

is the heart of our identity as Marists. This remarkable woman of faith

has called us to this way of life. We believe that we have been called by a
“gracious choice” into the family of Mary. It is her work that we do and so we
commit ourselves to think, judge, feel and act as she did.

These qualities mark us as Marists: mercy and compassion, availability,

welcome and hospitality, simplicity manifest in everyday ordinariness and a
common touch. We are self-effacing apostles who demonstrate a spirit of joy

and respect for others; we are called to be humble and hidden and unknown

in the world. : g

Our spirituality, which is both mystical and practical, responds to the réfality
and circumstances of today’s world. Jean-Claude Colin, acting on what he
believed to be Mary’s desire, encouraged us to establish a Marian Church, a
Church with the heart of a mother beating at its center.

At our best, we are instruments of God’s mercy working to help others
taste the boundless love of the Lord, especially those who find themselves
on the margins. As Marists, we seek to go where the Church is not. We
should enable all with whom we come into contact to experience the gift of
reconciliation as well as peace of heart and mind.

Mary is the icon of God’s Spirit. As her fellow disciples, we pray that with
God'’s grace we become the same.

Statement of Identity, US Province of the Marists
Assembly and Chapter of June 2013

Image: Mary, Spouse of
the Holy Spirit, statue
located in Esmond Brady
Memorial Chapel at Marist
School, Atlanta, Georgia
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“The heart of Christ is “ecstasy”, openness, gift and encounter. In that heart, we learn to relate to one
another in wholesome and happy ways, and to build up in this world God’s kingdom of love and justice.
Our hearts, united with the heart of Christ, are capable of working this social miracle.” (No. 28)

Photo: Marist Missionary Sisters (smsm)



SUNDAY

Epiphany of The Lord

Baptism of The Lord
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MONDAY

12

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

19

26

TUESDAY

13
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27

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

14
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28

January 2026

Solemnity of Mary, Mother
of God
New Year’s Day
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FRIDAY

16

St. Marianne Cope
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3

Acceptance of Missions of
Oceania, 1836
Mass and Prayers for the

Society of Mary
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St. Francis de Sales
Secondary Patron of the
Society of Mary
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“When [Saint] Therese [of the Child
Jesus] was fifteen, she could speak
of Jesus as the one ‘whose heart
beats in unison with my own.” Two
years later, speaking of the image of
Christ’s heart crowned with thorns,
she wrote in a letter: ‘You know
that | myself do not see the Sacred
Heart as everyone else. | think that
the Heart of my Spouse is mine

alone, just as mine is his alone, and

| speak to him then in the solitude of

this delightful heart to heart, while

waiting to contemplate him one day

face to face.” (No. 134)
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SUNDAY MONDAY

Feast of the Presentation of
The Lord
Marists Renew Their Vows

1 2

Presidents’ Day

15 16

First Sunday of Lent

22 23

February 2026

TUESDAY

10 11

Ash Wednesday

17 18

24 25

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

12

19

26

FRIDAY SATURDAY

Sr. Marie-Francoise Perroton,
smsm, Born 1796

St. Valentine’s Day

13 14

20 21

Approbation of Fr. Colin’s,
SM, Constitutions, 1873
Mass and Prayers for the
Society of Mary

27 28
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SMTWTEFS SMTWTEFS
123 12345617
456 7 8 910 8 910111213 14
1112 13 14 15 16 17 1516 17 18 19 20 21
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 29 30 31





https://bit.ly/3ISdNYJ

SUNDAY

Second Sunday of Lent

Third Sunday of Lent

Fourth Sunday of Lent

15

Fifth Sunday of Lent

22

Palm Sunday

29

MONDAY

2

Laudatory Brief of Pope
Pius VIl

Mass and Prayers for the
Society of Mary

9

16

23

Monday of Holy Week

30

TUESDAY

10

St. Patrick’s Day

17

St. Oscar Romero

24

Tuesday of Holy Week

31

March 202

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

11 12

St. Joseph
Patron of the Society of Mary

18 19

Annunciation of The Lord

25 26
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SamtJohn Paul Il once said, Christ’s
heart is. the Hon SpII’ItS mast ece

Th|s~|s more than stply a past event

wrth the actlen of the Hoiy,Splrlt to

forj; ‘ven now- the heajt of Christ is alive

the ‘inner man’, WhICh is fourtd in the

heart of Christ. He alone can cause our :

human hearts to draw strength from
that fullness, step by step.”” (No. 75)




SUNDAY

Easter Sunday
Resurrection of The Lord

5

Second Sunday of Easter
Sunday of Divine Mercy

12

Third Sunday of Easter

19

Fourth Sunday of Easter

26

Apri

MONDAY

Easter Monday

13

20

27

TUESDAY

14

21

St. Peter Chanel, SM,
Martyred 1841

Mass and Prayers for
Vocations to the Society

of Mary

| 2026

WEDNESDAY

Wednesday of Holy Week

15

Earth Day

22

Pontifical Approbation of
the Society of Mary by Pope
Gregory XVI, 1836

Mass and Prayers for the

Society of Mary

THURSDAY

Holy Thursday

16

23

30

FRIDAY

Passion of The Lord
Good Friday

10

17

24

MARCH 2026
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Holy Saturday
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“In the heart of the
Mary, as ouri ly
be undel purce,
vt f. For

i esitate to
M ‘Mary. Devotion
o ay detracts from
the heart of Christ, but
ary’s function as mother
y in no way obscures or diminishes
Nic u_e-mediation of Christ, but rather
shows its power.’ Thanks to the abundant
graces streaming from the open side of Christ,
in different ways the Church, the Virgin Mary and
all believers become themselves streams of

living water. In this way, Christ displays his glory
in and through our littleness.” (No. 176)




SUNDAY

Fifth Sunday of Easter

3

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day

10

Ascension of The Lord

17

Pentecost Sunday

The Most Holy Trinity

Visitation of The Blessed
Virgin Mary

31

MONDAY

11

18

Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother
of the Church

Memorial Day

Mass and Prayers for the

Living Benefactors

TUESDAY

12

19

26

May 2026

WEDNESDAY

13

St. Marcellin Champagnat,
FMS, Born 1789

20

27

THURSDAY

14

21

28

FRIDAY

15

22

Pope St. Paul VI

29

APRIL2026
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16

23
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“l ask our Lord Jesus Christ to grant that his Sacred Heart may continue to pour forth the streams of living water that can heal the hurt we have
caused, strengthen our ability to love and serve others, and inspire us to journey together towards a just, solidary and fraternal world. Until that
day when we will rejoice in celebrating together the banquet of the heavenly kingdom in the presence of the risen Lord, who harmonizes all our
differences in the light that radiates perpetually from his open heart. May he be blessed forever.” (No. 220)




SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

St. Marcellin Champagnat,
FMS, Died 1840

1 2 3 L 5 6

Corpus Christi The Most Sacred Heart of The Immaculate Heart of the
Jesus Blessed Virgin Mary

I 8 9 10 11 12 13

Juneteenth

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Father’s Day Nativity of St. John the
Baptist

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles Sr. Jeanne-Marie Chavoin,
sm, Died 1858

28 29 30

MAY 2026 JULY 2026
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éfind It hard to trust others because we have been hurt by lies, injuries and disappointmen S he:

- Lord whispers in our ear: ‘Take heart, son!’ (Mt 9:2), ‘“Take heart, daughter!” (Mt 9:22). He re
~ to overcome our fear and to realize that, with him at our side, we have nothing to lose.” (No. &

laude Colin, SM, St. Marcellin Champagi




SUNDAY

5

St. Peter Chanel, SM, Born
1803

12

19

26

MONDAY

13

20

27

TUESDAY

St. Kateri Tekakwitha

July 2026

14

21

28

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

St. Junipero Serra

15

22

29

16

Pledge at Fourviére to found
the Society of Mary, 1816
Mass and Prayers for the

Society of Mary

30

FRIDAY

10

17

24

St. Ignatius of Loyola

31
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SATURDAY

Independence Day

11

18

25
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY

St. Peter Julian Eymard,
Former Marist, Founder
Blessed Sacrament
Congregation

2 3 4

Sr. Marie-Francoise Perroton,
smsm, Died 1873

9 10 11
16 17 18

23 24 25

30 31

August 2026

12

19

26

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

Transfiguration of The Lord

13

20

27

FRIDAY

Fr. Jean-Claude Colin, SM,
Born 1790

St. Maximilian Kolbe
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SATURDAY

St. Alphonsus de Liguori
Secondary Patron of the
Society of Mary

8

Solemnity of the Assumption
of Mary
Marists Renew Their Vows

15

22

Sr. Jeanne-Marie Chavoin,
sm, Born 1786

29

»
=

NN =
SN oy 0= =M
w =

NN =

o w®
NN =

® e~

w N
ENRmonv=EDT
N = =

=N o

N = =

Gloo =B
N = (o]
SO oW



S w.,‘.

iy tru;»



SUNDAY

First Vows of Marist Sisters,
1826

13

St. Vincent de Paul

Secondary Patron of the
Society of Mary

27

MONDAY TUESDAY

World Day of Prayer for the
Care of Creation

Nativity of The Blessed
Virgin Mary

Labor Day

14 15

21 22

Sts. Michael, Gabriel, and
Raphael, Archangels
Patrons of the Society of Mary

28 29

September

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

16 17

Election of First Superior
General of Society of
Mary, 1836

First Profession of Marists
Mass and Prayers for the

2 3 Society of Mary 2 4

30

2026

FRIDAY

11

18

25

SATURDAY

St. Teresa of Calcutta

5

Solemnity of the Most Holy
Name of Mary

Marist Patronal Feast
Mass and Prayers for the

Society of Mary

19

26
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FRIDAY SATURDAY

St. Mother Théodore Guérin

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

Our Lady of the Rosary

St. Francis of Assisi

Pope St. John XXl Columbus Day
Indigenous People’s Day

11 12 13 14 15

World Mission Sunday

18 19 20 21 22

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

SEPTEMBER 2026
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SUNDAY

All Saints

8

Death of Fr. Jean-Claude
Colin, SM, 1875
Mass and Prayers for the

Society of Mary

Christ The King

22

First Sunday of Advent

29

MONDAY

All Souls’ Day
Mass for Deceased Marists

16

23

30

TUESDAY

Mass for Deceased
Benefactors

10

17

24

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

Veterans Day

11 12

18 19

Thanksgiving Day

25 26

November 2026

FRIDAY

6

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
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27
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Presentation of the Blessed

Virgin Mary
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SUNDAY

Second Sunday of Advent

6

Third Sunday of Advent

13

Fourth Sunday of Advent

20

The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph

27

Decemb

MONDAY

14

21

28

TUESDAY

1

Immaculate Conception of
The Blessed Virgin Mary

15

22

29

WEDNESDAY

St. Juan Diego

16

23

Marist Missionary Sisters’
Constitutions Approved by
Rome, 1931

30

er 202

THURSDAY

10

17

24

31

FRIDAY

11

18

The Nativity of The Lord
Christmas

25

SATURDAY

Our Lady of Guadalupe

12

19

26
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Rev. Joseph Hindelang, SM, Provincial Superior
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At our best, we are instruments of God’s mercy
working to help others taste the boundless love

of the Lord, especially those who find themselves
on the margins. As Marists, we seek to go where
the Church is not. We should enable all with whom
we come into contact to experience the gift of
reconciliation as well as peace of heart and mind.
Mary is the icon of God’s Spirit. As her fellow
disciples, we pray that with God’s grace we become
the same. (Statement of Identity for the US Province 2013)

Society of Mary Information
815 Varnum St, NE | Washington, DC 20017
202.529.2821 | smpublications@maristsociety.org

Support the Marist Foreign Missions
617.451.3237 | MaristWorldMissions@gmail.com

Support the Marists in the U.S.
Office of Development
617.451.3237 | development@maristsociety.org

Visit our website at: societyofmaryusa.org

Follow us on:
© Facebook @SocietyOfMary.Marists.USA
Instagram @smpublicationsusa



https://www.societyofmaryusa.org



