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Dr. Mona Hanna, a 2025 USA Today Woman of the Year, was recently on campus to speak to NDP students and staff. She 
talked about loving others and doing the right thing, even when it is hard. Dr. Mona also spoke about caring for the least of 
God’s people — those in poverty or who cannot advocate for their own health and wellbeing. Her presentation aligns with 
this year’s Marist theme, “Ardent Love of Neighbor.”

Dr. Mona is the Associate Dean for Public Health and C. S. Mott Endowed Professor of Public Health at Michigan State 
University College of Human Medicine, and is the founding director of the Pediatric Public Health Initiative, an innovative 
partnership of MSU and Hurley Children’s Hospital in Flint, Mich. A pediatrician, scientist, activist, and author, Dr. Mona 
also was named one of Time magazine’s 100 Most Influential People in the World and recognized as one of USA Today’s 
Women of the Century for her role in uncovering the Flint water crisis and leading recovery efforts. She also directs Rx 
Kids, providing direct cash assistance to expectant mothers and infants in Flint to address poverty as a root cause of health 
disparities.

Pontiac, Michigan
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Climbing for a Cause

https://www.marist.com/default-board-post-page/~board/marist-school-news/post/marist-school-advances-strategic-planning-with-successful-community-workshop?fbclid=IwY2xjawKsTyxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFDZUNxOXVsVEg1dDhka1o5AR5DKrNrRdyyql_hY-qogfrQGn2HAlZEnHEYuOaoZf1-rmR3-A1XW7DBSCGYOA_aem_iQbOCYrsCzRA0BaAmcjb8g
https://www.ndprep.org/climbing-for-a-cause?fbclid=IwY2xjawMmFxRleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHpjQVCprrvrUcTXe_pSDfjCE-XrB-HKXlE6CQd9LVRJ3hKxsP612S_KVQpGU_aem_Dm52iDbwM3G9r5BIlCiX1g 


National Exceptionalism Thresholds of Transformation

Marist Asia Foundation marked Buddhist Lent with visiting monks, as the students learned 
about mindfulness and generosity.

Advocating for Children, Empowering Youth, Uplifting Women

The executive director of Foundation Balay Pasilungan, Fr. Gil L. Casio, S.M., has 
faithfully served the Regional Development Council (RDC-XI) for three years (July 22, 
2022 – June 30, 2025) as Private Sector Representative for Children, Youth, and Women 
He has also been chosen to serve again for the next term (2025–2028).

This service echoes the heart of Balay Pasilungan’s mission: to stand with children, 
empower the youth, uphold the dignity of women, and help build communities of hope 
and love.

Philippines

https://jpicblog.maristsm.org
https://jpicblog.maristsm.org/national-exceptionalism-exceptionnalisme-national 
https://jpicblog.maristsm.org/thresholds-of-transformation 


World’s largest Catholic aid group 
calls for end of ‘man-made famine and 

assault’ in Gaza

Priests and nuns in Gaza City defy 
Israel’s evacuation orders and vow to 

stay: ‘We have nowhere else to go.’

Pope Leo’s response to the Minneapolis 
Catholic school shooting: 3 takeaways

Pax Christi USA endorses the Let children 
live campaign

How to Support Those Impacted by the 
Shooting at Annunciation Catholic School

Prayer in the Wake of Violence

https://www.globalsistersreport.org/columns/ministry/legal-awareness-week-brings-hope-support-people-nairobi-prison?fbclid=IwY2xjawLuQ_lleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHl0dbPOyijVOIotf8BRiqKoBGjmZlVkVMFtDhNMTdQoGof3LDOobXhBcHszf_aem_JUsM7eyanyNhqZHmTlkqcg
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2025/09/Worlds-largest-Catholic-aid-group-calls-for-end-of-‘man-made-famine-and-assault-in-Gaza-America-Magazine.pdf
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https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2025/09/Priests-and-nuns-in-Gaza-City-defy-Israels-evacuation-orders-and-vow-to-stay_-‘We-have-nowhere-else-to-go.-America-Magazine.pdf 
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2025/09/Priests-and-nuns-in-Gaza-City-defy-Israels-evacuation-orders-and-vow-to-stay_-‘We-have-nowhere-else-to-go.-America-Magazine.pdf 
https://jpicblog.maristsm.org/deep-resurrection-resurrection-profonde 
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2025/09/Pope-Leos-response-to-the-Minneapolis-Catholic-school-shooting_-3-takeaways-America-Magazine.pdf 
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2025/09/Pope-Leos-response-to-the-Minneapolis-Catholic-school-shooting_-3-takeaways-America-Magazine.pdf 
https://www.ncronline.org/news/california-bishops-scramble-tend-catholics-feeling-hunted-ice-agents?fbclid=IwY2xjawLc1BJleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFyN25XcWZmR09FWURYSG05AR5wlHtM5AS-WutEoN6Foe0JBni4fRoL_PL-Ksvwx3ElOiWJDSbQClQWqis8kQ_aem_z9ORcmv3xdnKclNslUq39Q 
https://paxchristiusa.org/2025/09/02/pax-christi-usa-endorses-the-let-children-live-campaign/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMmKytleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHpX6TVtpIn70fVfFuKqxKn0_ehP0Wi3rs_kA_RoO6d6CxkQ39tEx7Ump65tq_aem_aDX3uSmnnk7WS06MWhmRHQ 
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https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2024-12/pope-s-world-day-of-peace-message-we-are-all-in-debt-to-god.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawHO6jdleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHc-KRl1hBngReMnolUqC9DUmQIfB6Hns2j9Vpizww6ObgPtlJgj273oUcQ_aem_B4S5nCEr4kp8n7A0_3W1ng
https://www.everytown.org/how-to-help-after-mass-shooting-gun-violence-tragedy
https://www.everytown.org/how-to-help-after-mass-shooting-gun-violence-tragedy
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2024-12/pope-s-world-day-of-peace-message-we-are-all-in-debt-to-god.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawHO6jdleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHc-KRl1hBngReMnolUqC9DUmQIfB6Hns2j9Vpizww6ObgPtlJgj273oUcQ_aem_B4S5nCEr4kp8n7A0_3W1ng
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/prayer-in-the-wake-of-violence/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMmI-ZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHp0ByZ2bnhdSLlr4YQtwHBPcEQUyOjDniiJYqlwaSpcE4cN2QJRGX54w-2ZG_aem_vCZn8kGZxB1_pFwgljBh6A


Pope Leo praying as Afghanistan 
death toll climbs

At Jesuit universities, the government’s 
D.E.I. crackdown is an attack on 

religious freedom

Deportations and Assaults on 
Human Dignity

Vatican to host seminar on 
“Creation, Nature, Environment for 

World Peace”
Agroecology as a path to justice: ‘How we 
treat the Earth is how we treat each other’

Online Launch of the Catholic Joint 
Statement on Climate and Peace

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2024-12/pope-s-world-day-of-peace-message-we-are-all-in-debt-to-god.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawHO6jdleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHc-KRl1hBngReMnolUqC9DUmQIfB6Hns2j9Vpizww6ObgPtlJgj273oUcQ_aem_B4S5nCEr4kp8n7A0_3W1ng
https://aleteia.org/2025/09/01/pope-leo-praying-as-afghanistan-death-toll-climbs/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_campaign=EM-EN-Newsletter-Daily-&utm_content=Newsletter&utm_term=20250902 
https://aleteia.org/2025/09/01/pope-leo-praying-as-afghanistan-death-toll-climbs/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_campaign=EM-EN-Newsletter-Daily-&utm_content=Newsletter&utm_term=20250902 
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/ministry/aftermath-deadly-texas-floods-local-catholics-offer-rapid-response?utm_source=NCR+List&utm_campaign=2438340100-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_07_18_12_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6981ecb02e-2438340100-230586458
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2025/09/At-Jesuit-universities-the-governments-D.E.I.-crackdown-is-an-attack-on-religious-freedom-America-Magazine.pdf 
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https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2025/09/At-Jesuit-universities-the-governments-D.E.I.-crackdown-is-an-attack-on-religious-freedom-America-Magazine.pdf 
https://jpicblog.maristsm.org/deep-resurrection-resurrection-profonde 
https://catholicsocialthought.georgetown.edu/events/deportations-and-assaults-on-human-dignity?fbclid=IwY2xjawMmL6JleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFUcUgwSkNLVFRIc3BpMGhIAR6L8Q59tmJoYiDMv3T0YQ8GNBLNc804XamgVzG4l0a5fCSDiVGmP9wLeYnjnQ_aem_rTF97HyFVNgl9w_HnrchIA
https://catholicsocialthought.georgetown.edu/events/deportations-and-assaults-on-human-dignity?fbclid=IwY2xjawMmL6JleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFUcUgwSkNLVFRIc3BpMGhIAR6L8Q59tmJoYiDMv3T0YQ8GNBLNc804XamgVzG4l0a5fCSDiVGmP9wLeYnjnQ_aem_rTF97HyFVNgl9w_HnrchIA
https://www.ncronline.org/vatican/his-100-days-pope-leo-links-climate-environment-broader-global-issues?fbclid=IwY2xjawMTkadleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHqXAvftb_lGPiOPvZ7tY0dChngPtYCAPNH5kePSG3Picp1PBPOfPZe53RhDG_aem_CT-gW5UvEBI9vmxUn6ypKw
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2025-09/vatican-seminar-creation-nature-environment-for-world-peace.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawMmJmhleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHmqw84gCgC32uAM0rxGXM4ZEay8N62HtpZKIXlQ0BJLnRFy--qHpLoqXnTrM_aem_74OpC2-k6YZiJcoPWegNQA 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2025-09/vatican-seminar-creation-nature-environment-for-world-peace.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawMmJmhleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHmqw84gCgC32uAM0rxGXM4ZEay8N62HtpZKIXlQ0BJLnRFy--qHpLoqXnTrM_aem_74OpC2-k6YZiJcoPWegNQA 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2025-09/vatican-seminar-creation-nature-environment-for-world-peace.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawMmJmhleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHmqw84gCgC32uAM0rxGXM4ZEay8N62HtpZKIXlQ0BJLnRFy--qHpLoqXnTrM_aem_74OpC2-k6YZiJcoPWegNQA 
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/programs/feast-of-st-francis/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMUz9xleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFqYmZzenlWZ01ZZXpxQVRPAR4eSY4K5XWQrGnniI9lvRr-abmoOSdpwub2WhK0XtPyQZ9dfXUwKz2My1ApqA_aem_XADe-WUiJyaZ8L8evLoBYw 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/world/news/2025-09/agroecology-as-a-path-to-justice-how-we-treat-the-earth.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawMmJttleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHlE_Camx1pIYOeXL20-MUg2d644liz3FdJv1Z08ri6sl7dB_XaVA77DFikYp_aem_-sBR0AT-wlAz7vApB1gTRg
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/world/news/2025-09/agroecology-as-a-path-to-justice-how-we-treat-the-earth.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawMmJttleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHlE_Camx1pIYOeXL20-MUg2d644liz3FdJv1Z08ri6sl7dB_XaVA77DFikYp_aem_-sBR0AT-wlAz7vApB1gTRg
https://jpicblog.maristsm.org/deep-resurrection-resurrection-profonde 
https://paxchristi.net/launch-of-catholic-joint-statement-climate-and-peace/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMmLGJleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFUcUgwSkNLVFRIc3BpMGhIAR6Fb3f9nreFkImHfnINRJ3CQkYLMFNaF7jy6qAyRXs9jQlygSIyEQtJ1kUrKQ_aem_1fsmq771SL8gQ2Qvckq1Uw# 
https://paxchristi.net/launch-of-catholic-joint-statement-climate-and-peace/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMmLGJleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFUcUgwSkNLVFRIc3BpMGhIAR6Fb3f9nreFkImHfnINRJ3CQkYLMFNaF7jy6qAyRXs9jQlygSIyEQtJ1kUrKQ_aem_1fsmq771SL8gQ2Qvckq1Uw# 


Time Magazine names Pope Leo a 
voice on AI ethics

20 years after Hurricane Katrina, 
documentary ‘Trouble the Water’ inspires 

righteous rage—and hope
Pope prays that we will learn to 

welcome strangers

Bocelli and Pharrell unite for 
Vatican concert of hope

Pope’s theme for 2026 World Day of Peace: 
‘Peace be with you all’

Nuns offer safety, education for 
Myanmar’s war-displaced children

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2024-12/pope-s-world-day-of-peace-message-we-are-all-in-debt-to-god.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawHO6jdleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHc-KRl1hBngReMnolUqC9DUmQIfB6Hns2j9Vpizww6ObgPtlJgj273oUcQ_aem_B4S5nCEr4kp8n7A0_3W1ng
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https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2025/09/20-years-after-Hurricane-Katrina-documentary-‘Trouble-the-Water-inspires-righteous-rage—and-hope-America-Magazine.pdf
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to: smpublications@maristsociety.org

Feast Day of St. Teresa of Calcutta – 
September 5th

Pope’s Prayer Intention for September: 
For Our Relationship with All of Creation

September 11th

http://societyofmaryusa.org
https://jpicblog.maristsm.org/sustainability-covenant-sm
http://www.sacredheart.edu/csspeakerseries  
https://www.suoredellacarita.org/en/opening-photo-contest-season-of-creation-2024/ 
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2025/06/Our-Lady-and-the-Mexican-flag_-Symbols-of-Los-Angeles-fight-for-Americas-future-_-America-Magazine.pdf 
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