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Bearing Witness: A Transformative First Year of Interfaith Dialogue and 
Education

The Bearing Witness Institute (BWI) is honored to be a proud partner of the Islamic 
Speakers Bureau of Atlanta (ISB Atlanta). Last week, BWI joined in celebrating ISB’s 
inspiring Annual Gala at the Marriott Marquis Atlanta — a powerful evening dedicated to 
building bridges of understanding and respect through education and leadership.

A special highlight: Peace by Piece program graduates Mary Myers Ryll (Marist School) 
and Sidrah Mohamed (Mohammed Schools of Atlanta) opened the evening with beautiful, 
heartfelt prayers — a reflection of the unity and hope our communities can create together. 
Here’s to the work of peace and understanding!

Atlanta, Georgia

The Bearing Witness Institute is partnering with the Atlanta Jewish 
Film Festival for the first annual Atlanta Student Film Competition. 
With the theme of building bridges, this unique event will showcase 
student creativity and storytelling, highlighting voices from across 
our community. Filmmakers from schools throughout Atlanta are 
creating original short films for the competition. Mr. Scott Tufts, 
Marist School’s media and broadcast specialist, is moderating the 

Marist School team.



‘Choosing Compassion’

Pontiac, Michigan

Matti, Digos, Philippines

Last weekend NDP’s Champions for Life Club rolled up their 
sleeves to wash cars, share smiles and raise funds to support some 
truly meaningful projects.
Every dollar collected will go toward:

•	 Blessing bags filled with essentials for the homeless
•	 Christmas cards to bring joy to the elderly
•	 And more initiatives that live out our mission of faith and 

service
NDP is so proud of these students for embodying what it means to 
be Christians, citizens and scholars who are making a difference, 
one clean car at a time!

Day of Migrants Celebration
Migrant families, including those who have experienced 
asylum abroad, gathered on September 28th during the 
celebration of Migrants Sunday.
The event was led by Fr. Pat Muckian, SM, OLF’s 
assistant parish priest, and followed by a lively initiation 
of passion through animation dance led by the youth 
group.
Mr. Michael Vincent A. gave a heartfelt speech full 
of inspiration. His message inspired and encouraged 
migrants to continue their journey despite life’s 
challenges. Migrants also shared their own experience 
of working abroad to build a better future for their 
families. At the end of the celebration, the election of 
Migrants Apostolate officers was held for the smoother 
running of the new apostolate and for the development 
of many more activities that they will be doing.

Our Lady of Fatima Youth: Clean-up Drive for 
Cleanliness, Unity and Development

OLF parishioners led the parish youth group in cleaning 
around the chapel on September 20th.  This activity was 
also part of the celebration of the Season of Creation, 
wherein everyone is encouraged to take care of nature 
and all creation as a gift from God.
This event was not just a clean-up, but the beginning of 
a more sincere and sustainable care for the environment. 
Whether young, young, or vulnerable — there is no 
age to help and care. All working together to clean up 
for the improvement and well-being of all.

https://www.ndprep.org/choosing-compassion?fbclid=IwY2xjawNK4RZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHmDpHW5Xad6SBFIKtzZSVQDyOsujul8fD4k_QKw2CMbnv7IsWKK2h0iy1TJr_aem_kdwrU53irVFGcMBx_HHZ6Q


Season of Creation – Reflection

Decolonizing Interreligious 
Studies and Dialogue

The Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue (IRICD) program of the Marist Asia Foundation successfully hosted the 
Ecumenical Harmony Lunch at the Marist Harmony Centre on September 19, 2025. Participating churches included Baptist, 
Presbyterian, Assembly of God, and Roman Catholic. The theme of the gathering was: “Share a Meal, Build Friendship.”

Five Ways to Stand with 
Immigrants

Responses to U.S. 
Immigration Changes

https://1family.us/?fbclid=IwY2xjawM5G6NleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFGY1dGRW1CdDlyOUxnTjJwAR7094vuuQWCWZqhALCERfxK_OMxE1gSZ-vA89Sr0GGp4s6JgaR93Z5dgDtY1w_aem_uunaH7O7zUAN20KDMVtW5w 
https://jpicblog.maristsm.org/season-of-creation-reflection-saison-de-la-creation-reflexion
https://ctu.edu/event/decolonizing-interreligious-studies-and-dialogue 
https://ctu.edu/event/decolonizing-interreligious-studies-and-dialogue 
https://jpicblog.maristsm.org
https://maryknollogc.org/action/five-ways-to-stand-with-immigrants/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNLCs5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHj4rCkmvMyN1eJclP7sX7AQcQBqULG_G_zQdeGR5mvdlbJAd3viZUjhGTWIa_aem_bwp2F0BFlMTi5KboDeZ9-g
https://maryknollogc.org/action/five-ways-to-stand-with-immigrants/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNLCs5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHj4rCkmvMyN1eJclP7sX7AQcQBqULG_G_zQdeGR5mvdlbJAd3viZUjhGTWIa_aem_bwp2F0BFlMTi5KboDeZ9-g
https://www.cmsm.org/justiceandpeace/immigration-responses-resources
https://www.cmsm.org/justiceandpeace/immigration-responses-resources


Catholic bishops mourn deadly attack on 
Latter-day Saints church in Michigan

As deportation terror mounts, Cardinal McElroy 
asks U.S. Catholics, ‘Who is your neighbor?’

U.S. Bishops’ Administrative 
Committee Approves Transition of Ad 
Hoc Committee Against Racism to a 

Permanent Subcommittee

From the parish to court, sister follows the 
call of faith to aid migrants

World must recommit to peace, justice, 
truth, Vatican diplomat tells UN

News from the Dorothy Day Guild
Several members of the Dorothy Day Guild’s board of directors had the opportunity to represent 
Dorothy’s cause for canonization at two events on the East Coast last month. At the 2025 Labor Day 
Parade, the New York City Organization of Public Service Retirees brought out their Dorothy Day 
Ferry float for the event.

They were also invited to participate in the “Saints on Their Way 
Village” at the Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Emmitsburg, 
Maryland, alongside representatives from nearly two dozen other Guilds for American 
sainthood causes.

https://www.suoredellacarita.org/en/opening-photo-contest-season-of-creation-2024/ 
https://www.ncronline.org/news/catholic-bishops-mourn-deadly-attack-latter-day-saints-church-michigan?fbclid=IwY2xjawNLDo5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHgbPsElFKl6eAe8iKaZ2W-VJLq44HXAN9-nbFPhqHq6gXVA6lV9sFKXTBuXu_aem_HniIXTqJhXS1EMr50IU25Q
https://www.ncronline.org/news/catholic-bishops-mourn-deadly-attack-latter-day-saints-church-michigan?fbclid=IwY2xjawNLDo5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHgbPsElFKl6eAe8iKaZ2W-VJLq44HXAN9-nbFPhqHq6gXVA6lV9sFKXTBuXu_aem_HniIXTqJhXS1EMr50IU25Q
https://jpicblog.maristsm.org/deep-resurrection-resurrection-profonde 
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2025/10/As-deportation-terror-mounts-Cardinal-McElroy-asks-U.S.-Catholics-‘Who-is-your-neighbor_-America-Magazine.pdf
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2025/10/As-deportation-terror-mounts-Cardinal-McElroy-asks-U.S.-Catholics-‘Who-is-your-neighbor_-America-Magazine.pdf
https://www.ncronline.org/news/california-bishops-scramble-tend-catholics-feeling-hunted-ice-agents?fbclid=IwY2xjawLc1BJleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFyN25XcWZmR09FWURYSG05AR5wlHtM5AS-WutEoN6Foe0JBni4fRoL_PL-Ksvwx3ElOiWJDSbQClQWqis8kQ_aem_z9ORcmv3xdnKclNslUq39Q 
https://www.usccb.org/news/2025/us-bishops-administrative-committee-approves-transition-ad-hoc-committee-against-racism
https://www.usccb.org/news/2025/us-bishops-administrative-committee-approves-transition-ad-hoc-committee-against-racism
https://www.usccb.org/news/2025/us-bishops-administrative-committee-approves-transition-ad-hoc-committee-against-racism
https://www.usccb.org/news/2025/us-bishops-administrative-committee-approves-transition-ad-hoc-committee-against-racism
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2024-12/pope-s-world-day-of-peace-message-we-are-all-in-debt-to-god.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawHO6jdleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHc-KRl1hBngReMnolUqC9DUmQIfB6Hns2j9Vpizww6ObgPtlJgj273oUcQ_aem_B4S5nCEr4kp8n7A0_3W1ng
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/migration/parish-court-sister-follows-call-faith-aid-migrants?fbclid=IwY2xjawNLD4VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHnjZTqHdw-lkxPscIbyxn6l8_kU8U-0btzBi2UcSE2-2DzVeV6otBSOC4Px4_aem_cJCl76e-1AzqBP0C8hhe6w
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/migration/parish-court-sister-follows-call-faith-aid-migrants?fbclid=IwY2xjawNLD4VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHnjZTqHdw-lkxPscIbyxn6l8_kU8U-0btzBi2UcSE2-2DzVeV6otBSOC4Px4_aem_cJCl76e-1AzqBP0C8hhe6w
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2024-12/pope-s-world-day-of-peace-message-we-are-all-in-debt-to-god.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawHO6jdleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHc-KRl1hBngReMnolUqC9DUmQIfB6Hns2j9Vpizww6ObgPtlJgj273oUcQ_aem_B4S5nCEr4kp8n7A0_3W1ng
https://www.ncronline.org/vatican/world-must-recommit-peace-justice-truth-vatican-diplomat-tells-un?fbclid=IwY2xjawNLDiJleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHsssxgKYQo6sM_A74bdK_3sAd1Q8qgi2AZSsAbxpYImhJssZWW1seB6uwF4b_aem_slSKc2PohXT_r7zmjDtZrg
https://www.ncronline.org/vatican/world-must-recommit-peace-justice-truth-vatican-diplomat-tells-un?fbclid=IwY2xjawNLDiJleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHsssxgKYQo6sM_A74bdK_3sAd1Q8qgi2AZSsAbxpYImhJssZWW1seB6uwF4b_aem_slSKc2PohXT_r7zmjDtZrg
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/266587/seton-shrine-highlights-american-saints-on-their-way
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/266587/seton-shrine-highlights-american-saints-on-their-way


Closing Prayer Service for the 
Season of Creation

Pope Leo XIV opens the Raising Hope 
Conference: What remains to be done 

after Laudato Si’?

Laudato si’ @ 10: The Promise & Peril of 
Technology with Eugene McCarraher and 

Special Guest

800 years later, St. Francis’ ‘Canticle of 
Creation’ still speaks to us

Pope inaugurates center, farm dedicated to 
zero-waste, inclusive economy

https://www.youtube.com/live/bE3Z6PwdHL4?si=cqvRkKK_nDyd_t84 
https://www.youtube.com/live/bE3Z6PwdHL4?si=cqvRkKK_nDyd_t84 
https://www.youtube.com/live/bE3Z6PwdHL4?si=cqvRkKK_nDyd_t84 
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/ministry/aftermath-deadly-texas-floods-local-catholics-offer-rapid-response?utm_source=NCR+List&utm_campaign=2438340100-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_07_18_12_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6981ecb02e-2438340100-230586458
https://laudatosimovement.org/news/pope-leo-xiv-opens-the-raising-hope-conference-what-remains-to-be-done-after-laudato-si/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNLB1hleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETExdzlDYmVzY0h4R1R1TE1tAR4E99WGlqJIe8063q5Yu-4IGaeGOccNApFQMY4n-9WB2uBJlmk7tTh4ZbNjQg_aem_piLE0EH5riulEaD7Zt-rPQ 
https://laudatosimovement.org/news/pope-leo-xiv-opens-the-raising-hope-conference-what-remains-to-be-done-after-laudato-si/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNLB1hleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETExdzlDYmVzY0h4R1R1TE1tAR4E99WGlqJIe8063q5Yu-4IGaeGOccNApFQMY4n-9WB2uBJlmk7tTh4ZbNjQg_aem_piLE0EH5riulEaD7Zt-rPQ 
https://laudatosimovement.org/news/pope-leo-xiv-opens-the-raising-hope-conference-what-remains-to-be-done-after-laudato-si/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNLB1hleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETExdzlDYmVzY0h4R1R1TE1tAR4E99WGlqJIe8063q5Yu-4IGaeGOccNApFQMY4n-9WB2uBJlmk7tTh4ZbNjQg_aem_piLE0EH5riulEaD7Zt-rPQ 
https://catholicsmobilizing.org/event/livestream-when-justice-and-mercy-meet-restorative-justice-racial-equity-and-the-work-of-reconciliation/?fbclid=IwY2xjawM5N71leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFyNzMwUGxWVDFsMVJkaGtqAR51rk5fqKJitIAE09jmOrK2iG0eJXsn-ruYwWjfVnP75w8bWdxRWdBfvU1V8w_aem_L15BETXsrm05YUOWVJpOmQ
https://www.luc.edu/ccih/events/upcomingevents/archive/thepromiseperiloftechnology.shtml?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Pope%20Leo%20makes%20a%20surprise%20pick%20for%20his%20first%20major%20Vatican%20appointment&utm_campaign=Daily%209%2029%2025
https://www.luc.edu/ccih/events/upcomingevents/archive/thepromiseperiloftechnology.shtml?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Pope%20Leo%20makes%20a%20surprise%20pick%20for%20his%20first%20major%20Vatican%20appointment&utm_campaign=Daily%209%2029%2025
https://www.luc.edu/ccih/events/upcomingevents/archive/thepromiseperiloftechnology.shtml?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Pope%20Leo%20makes%20a%20surprise%20pick%20for%20his%20first%20major%20Vatican%20appointment&utm_campaign=Daily%209%2029%2025
https://www.ncronline.org/vatican/his-100-days-pope-leo-links-climate-environment-broader-global-issues?fbclid=IwY2xjawMTkadleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHqXAvftb_lGPiOPvZ7tY0dChngPtYCAPNH5kePSG3Picp1PBPOfPZe53RhDG_aem_CT-gW5UvEBI9vmxUn6ypKw
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/columns/spirituality/800-years-later-st-francis-canticle-creation-still-speaks-us?fbclid=IwY2xjawNLDzVleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHh4TFx2iGGvhAD6ZM3JLtvJSUTMaaWaoxy2qx5vcY6DV6t6r3GFIKORlsB7T_aem_AUbq0WwIkdAr0uPJ7WLG8g 
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/columns/spirituality/800-years-later-st-francis-canticle-creation-still-speaks-us?fbclid=IwY2xjawNLDzVleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHh4TFx2iGGvhAD6ZM3JLtvJSUTMaaWaoxy2qx5vcY6DV6t6r3GFIKORlsB7T_aem_AUbq0WwIkdAr0uPJ7WLG8g 
https://jpicblog.maristsm.org/deep-resurrection-resurrection-profonde 
https://www.usccb.org/news/2025/pope-inaugurates-center-farm-dedicated-zero-waste-inclusive-economy
https://www.usccb.org/news/2025/pope-inaugurates-center-farm-dedicated-zero-waste-inclusive-economy


Ignatian Voices for Justice Podcast S1E8: 
Career Track with Alyssa Perez Marquez

Novena to End the Death Penalty World Day Against the Death Penalty 
Solidarity Service

Praying With Our Feet: 
Encountering God in the Margins

https://ignatiansolidarity.net/blog/2025/09/10/ignatian-voices-for-justice-podcast-s1e7-building-unconditionally-safe-communities-with-israel-and-jonathan 
https://ignatiansolidarity.net/voices-for-justice-podcast/?utm_source=igsol.net&utm_medium=urlshortener&fbclid=IwY2xjawNLCVZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETExdzlDYmVzY0h4R1R1TE1tAR7OqBL7SlR_38-K4kKH4wLW2DJGc-xR12YBVFFtUSsvF7af8eY39vvg5kDlcw_aem_GBSXR-DPxdLm9FG1jaMmSA
https://www.suoredellacarita.org/en/opening-photo-contest-season-of-creation-2024/ 
https://catholicsmobilizing.org/get-involved/pray/annual-novena
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2024-12/pope-s-world-day-of-peace-message-we-are-all-in-debt-to-god.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawHO6jdleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHc-KRl1hBngReMnolUqC9DUmQIfB6Hns2j9Vpizww6ObgPtlJgj273oUcQ_aem_B4S5nCEr4kp8n7A0_3W1ng
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/z98apYJlTnml0mmsYq7pgQ?fbclid=IwY2xjawNLAApleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETExdzlDYmVzY0h4R1R1TE1tAR7HX1N7JrWHtvbWdLCbFbNwPRQ0b6_ERH4EvqwFTzbdFdvQUwVLhsq9iqlQqw_aem_iwN82BsscOup0IosPSxl_g#/registration 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/z98apYJlTnml0mmsYq7pgQ?fbclid=IwY2xjawNLAApleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETExdzlDYmVzY0h4R1R1TE1tAR7HX1N7JrWHtvbWdLCbFbNwPRQ0b6_ERH4EvqwFTzbdFdvQUwVLhsq9iqlQqw_aem_iwN82BsscOup0IosPSxl_g#/registration 
https://www.suoredellacarita.org/en/opening-photo-contest-season-of-creation-2024/ 
https://youtu.be/iO_Ryh9zUW8?si=TtFo8IeOFjtg5cYi 
https://youtu.be/iO_Ryh9zUW8?si=TtFo8IeOFjtg5cYi 


How this two-year Jesuit college is revolutionizing 
education for low-income students

Pope Leo will declare St. John Henry 
Newman doctor of the church Nov. 1

Pope Leo XIV’s October 2025 Prayer 
Intention: For collaboration between 

different religious traditions

Marist Laity NZ – October Reflection: 
To Act Justly

Feast of St. Francis of Assisi
October 4th is the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron 
saint of ecology. As we also conclude the 2025 Season of 
Creation on this day, let us take time to pray the Season of 
Creation Prayer, working for justice for the vulnerable, and 
acting with love to sow seeds of hope for a renewed Earth.

https://www.globalsistersreport.org/ministry/aftermath-deadly-texas-floods-local-catholics-offer-rapid-response?utm_source=NCR+List&utm_campaign=2438340100-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_07_18_12_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6981ecb02e-2438340100-230586458
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2025/10/How-this-two-year-Jesuit-college-is-revolutionizing-education-for-low-income-students-America-Magazine.pdf 
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2025/10/How-this-two-year-Jesuit-college-is-revolutionizing-education-for-low-income-students-America-Magazine.pdf 
https://catholicsmobilizing.org/event/livestream-when-justice-and-mercy-meet-restorative-justice-racial-equity-and-the-work-of-reconciliation/?fbclid=IwY2xjawM5N71leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFyNzMwUGxWVDFsMVJkaGtqAR51rk5fqKJitIAE09jmOrK2iG0eJXsn-ruYwWjfVnP75w8bWdxRWdBfvU1V8w_aem_L15BETXsrm05YUOWVJpOmQ
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2025/10/Pope-Leo-will-declare-St.-John-Henry-Newman-doctor-of-the-church-Nov.-1-America-Magazine.pdf 
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2025/10/Pope-Leo-will-declare-St.-John-Henry-Newman-doctor-of-the-church-Nov.-1-America-Magazine.pdf 
https://jpicblog.maristsm.org/deep-resurrection-resurrection-profonde 
https://thepopevideo.org/october-for-collaboration-between-different-religious-traditions
https://thepopevideo.org/october-for-collaboration-between-different-religious-traditions
https://thepopevideo.org/october-for-collaboration-between-different-religious-traditions
https://maristlaitynz.org/october-2025-to-act-justly


societyofmaryusa.org To unsubscribe to this bulletin, send an e-mail 
to: smpublications@maristsociety.org

World Day of Migrants & Refugees
The 111th World Day of Migrants and Refugees will be celebrated on October 4-5, 2025 to coincide with the 
Jubilee of Migrants. The theme for this day is “Migrants, missionaries of hope.”
In his message for this year’s World Day of Migrants and Refugees, Pope Leo XIV has continued to emphasize 
the dignity of migrants, saying, “In a world darkened by war and injustice, even when all seems lost, migrants 
and refugees stand as messengers of hope. Their courage and tenacity bear heroic testimony to a faith that sees 
beyond what our eyes can see and gives them the strength to defy death on the various contemporary migration 
routes.” 

For more information and resources click HERE. 

National Hispanic Heritage Month is a period from 
September 15 to October 15 in the United States for 
recognizing the contributions and influence of Hispanic 
Americans to the history, culture, and achievements of 

the United States. 
Happy Hispanic Heritage Month to all!

October  13th

We anounce with joy the election of the Fr. Declan Marmion, SM as 
the XV Superior General of the Society of Mary!

http://societyofmaryusa.org
https://jpicblog.maristsm.org/sustainability-covenant-sm
http://www.sacredheart.edu/csspeakerseries  
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/migration/documents/20250725-world-migrants-day-2025.html
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2024/giornata-mondiale-migrante-e-rifugiato-2024-tema-messaggio-papa.html

