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Marist School is proud to celebrate Emma Gabara ’26 and Sidon 
Afeworki ’26 for their outstanding service and leadership. Emma 
has been named one of Rough Draft Atlanta’s 20 Under 20 
honorees for 2026, and Sidon has been recognized as a runner-
up. These students exemplify what it means to be Marist made 
for good by using their talents to lead, serve, and inspire change. 

Read more HERE.

The Marists  invite you to submit 
your loved ones names and 
any special intentions to be 
remembered in prayer through our 

prayer request form found here.

https://www.marist.com
https://roughdraftatlanta.com/2026/01/09/20-under-20-2026-honorees/?fbclid=IwY2xjawPVI2BleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFKOFhjejhMQnNTRkpkYnl4c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHuMTvgtlfd9UeDS_Eyvi6QiYI-wSHkup9zEQ6tGKe9vxDncdleeMobQpqSsu_aem_sSHZs7QmpI2sTLsnV5_guw
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/connect/prayer-request/


Pontiac, Michigan

Where Creativity and Talent 
Take Shape

Two Seniors Earn Special 
Scholarship

Celebrating Día de Los Reyes (Three Kings Day)
On January 6th middle school Spanish students at NDP marked Día de los Reyes, a beloved celebration observed across much 
of the Spanish-speaking world. Guided by teacher Sra. Marisol Aguilar, students learned about the Feast of the Epiphany, which 
commemorates the visit of the Three Wise Men — Los Tres Reyes Magos — to the infant Jesus. A highlight of the lesson was sharing 
Rosca de Reyes, the traditional sweet bread enjoyed on this day in countries such as Mexico. Baked inside the bread is a small baby 
Jesus figurine, and according to tradition, whoever finds it takes on a special role, bringing a Hispanic treat or item to share with the 
class on Feb. 2, a date that coincides with Fiesta de la Candelaria, or Feast of the Presentation of Jesus Christ.
More than a classroom celebration, the experience offered students a meaningful window into Hispanic culture, faith and community 
traditions that are still widely practiced

Through the Lens: Powerful 
Storytelling by Alum in Art School

All-school Mass for the Feast of the Epiphany

https://youtu.be/hXqC-ZJqano?si=HxXsXjTKhG091cRv
https://www.ndprep.org/where-creativity-and-talent-take-shape?fbclid=IwY2xjawPVI9FleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEezoNCu7gehPNrFd6pPbSN-76UPliQsQIvJJmoLbjI8kXpBXOcHayqmpUQcyY_aem_136uO9AMQt_trSfPnW5bgQ 
https://www.ndprep.org/where-creativity-and-talent-take-shape?fbclid=IwY2xjawPVI9FleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEezoNCu7gehPNrFd6pPbSN-76UPliQsQIvJJmoLbjI8kXpBXOcHayqmpUQcyY_aem_136uO9AMQt_trSfPnW5bgQ 
https://www.ndprep.org/two-seniors-earn-special-scholarship?fbclid=IwY2xjawPVJbhleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFKOFhjejhMQnNTRkpkYnl4c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlwwNwzdCwPKxSCJAED6hc79pvKDiL2NMtAC3Y-tsRP6qlD2a29PL7mkoZCG_aem_g1idzPSRoprlCjv8e0p0yA 
https://www.ndprep.org/two-seniors-earn-special-scholarship?fbclid=IwY2xjawPVJbhleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFKOFhjejhMQnNTRkpkYnl4c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlwwNwzdCwPKxSCJAED6hc79pvKDiL2NMtAC3Y-tsRP6qlD2a29PL7mkoZCG_aem_g1idzPSRoprlCjv8e0p0yA 
https://www.marist.com/default-board-post-page/~board/marist-school-news/post/natalie-smith-childs-86-honored-with-marist-schools-highest-award
https://youtu.be/hXqC-ZJqano?si=HxXsXjTKhG091cRv
https://www.ndprep.org/through-the-lens-powerful-storytelling-by-alum-in-art-school?fbclid=IwY2xjawPVJsxleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEehrk_p2RBOY0N1a0d2K-pp5jOjX3L5R9NokEmiPePRSutHd5MGQGFAgjnkQM_aem_l7Eg_aeJa_h_NVDhlMhSQQ 
https://www.ndprep.org/through-the-lens-powerful-storytelling-by-alum-in-art-school?fbclid=IwY2xjawPVJsxleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEehrk_p2RBOY0N1a0d2K-pp5jOjX3L5R9NokEmiPePRSutHd5MGQGFAgjnkQM_aem_l7Eg_aeJa_h_NVDhlMhSQQ 


S U B  M A R I A E  N O M I N E

Duluth, Georgia

Christmas Season Liturgy of the Word
The 8th grade students led the community in the 

Nativity Pageant. 

The ‘small but mighty’ Notre Dame 
Academy celebrates 20 years

ND Academy’s International Thespian Society (ITS) chapter inducted 3 Upper School students and 6 Middle 
School into their troupe recently. ITS recognizes, rewards, and encourages student achievement and celebrates 
the work of students in all aspects of theatre – performance and production

NDV teachers spent time together on retreat 
exploring the theme, “We are the soil.” They got 
their hands dirty with soil, prayed over the deep 
roots and root beliefs of the NDV community, 
and created their own garden pots to grow 
beautiful flowers, as they prepare for a New 
Year growing with their incredible students!

https://youtu.be/hXqC-ZJqano?si=HxXsXjTKhG091cRv
https://georgiabulletin.org/news/2026/01/the-small-but-mighty-notre-dame-academy-celebrates-20-years/?fbclid=IwY2xjawPVKmBleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFKOFhjejhMQnNTRkpkYnl4c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlwwNwzdCwPKxSCJAED6hc79pvKDiL2NMtAC3Y-tsRP6qlD2a29PL7mkoZCG_aem_g1idzPSRoprlCjv8e0p0yA 
https://georgiabulletin.org/news/2026/01/the-small-but-mighty-notre-dame-academy-celebrates-20-years/?fbclid=IwY2xjawPVKmBleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFKOFhjejhMQnNTRkpkYnl4c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlwwNwzdCwPKxSCJAED6hc79pvKDiL2NMtAC3Y-tsRP6qlD2a29PL7mkoZCG_aem_g1idzPSRoprlCjv8e0p0yA 


Farewell at St Pat’s, Church Hill
On December 28th, in the District of Australia, a farewell thanksgiving Eucharist took place at St Patrick’s inner-city shrine, 
Church Hill, Sydney. A packed church brought together parishioners from all walks of life and ethnicities to honor the service of 
Marists since 1868. Fr Michael Whelan, the last Marist Parish Priest, thanked the staff, volunteers, choir and people of St Patrick’s, 
and paid tribute to “generations of travelers past and present, folk who come looking for God, searching for peace, wanting to 
give thanks, seeking strength and light in their struggles with good and evil.” For 157 years, Marist confreres have taken care of 
the Church. Originally located in a slum, St Pat’s became the church of choice for Masses and confessions for workers in CBD 
skyscrapers since the 1950s. It is one of the busiest churches in Australia, with four Masses celebrated each weekday, 10 Masses 
on weekends, hours of exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and many hours of confession throughout the week.

50th Anniversary of the Telephone 
Counselling Service in Passau

Farewell to Fr. Hermes

https://youtu.be/hXqC-ZJqano?si=HxXsXjTKhG091cRv
https://maristeurope.eu/50-anniversary-passau/?fbclid=IwY2xjawPVJ95leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeemuKN8uIe-UocWl0HrALUcWCxztyEvWI7l9JHXkv3aLYBi33rmPVrvwpS-M_aem_QCQ_FJQB615CeuMuveUPsA 
https://maristeurope.eu/50-anniversary-passau/?fbclid=IwY2xjawPVJ95leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeemuKN8uIe-UocWl0HrALUcWCxztyEvWI7l9JHXkv3aLYBi33rmPVrvwpS-M_aem_QCQ_FJQB615CeuMuveUPsA 
https://www.maristasiafoundation.org/2026/01/12/farewell-to-fr-hermes/?fbclid=IwY2xjawPVTwhleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeFDT0DZ6IGqZ0qsRYUbaV8nxVedGCENFJtLkS8S5bNuxzJfeJUlZR8B2xjxQ_aem_ceH-wihbUBbr8kN8QjVq2A 
https://www.marist.com/default-board-post-page/~board/marist-school-news/post/natalie-smith-childs-86-honored-with-marist-schools-highest-award


Marist Sisters from the Unit of Fiji were among the 250 religious leaders who participated in the 
CMSPI Assembly in Suva, reflecting on Formation in a Synodal Church and the importance of 
synodal formation for laity and religious.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
 (January 18th-25th) 

The Marists invite you to observe the week 
by participating in prayer for Christian 
unity. As we pray, let us call to mind this 
year’s theme: “There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope 
of your calling” (Ephesians 4:4). The Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity 2026 offers 
an invitation to delve more deeply into our 
fellowship in Christ, which unites Christians 
worldwide.

Click HERE to view more resources.  

Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
As we observe Martin Luther King Jr. Day on 
January 19th, may we remember Dr. King’s vision 
for equality, dignity and respect to all human 
beings.  We honor the values he exemplified 
and remember his teachings of courage, truth, 
respect, integrity, humility, and service.

https://ctbi.org.uk/resources/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2026/


To unsubscribe to this newsletter, send an 
e-mail to: smpublications@maristsociety.orgsocietyofmaryusa.org

Vatican II, ‘Nostra Aetate’ and interreligious 
dialogue: A radical turn in Catholic history

Podcast: Spiritual advice you don’t 
want to miss for 2026

Here’s how you can participate in the March 
for Life 2026 events from home

Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception

- Livestreamed Opening National Prayer Vigil 
for Life Mass: 5:00 p.m. (EST), Thursday, 
January 22, 2026

- Livestreamed Closing Mass for Life: 8:00 a.m. 
(EST), Friday, January 23, 2026

Join these events virtually via livestream on the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 

Conception’s website.

https://www.facebook.com/The-Society-of-Mary-Marists-in-the-US-539696656053907
https://www.instagram.com/smpublicationsusa/
https://youtu.be/s1CBCcEIkME?si=82jlp9ospV6OZGbd
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2026/01/Vatican-II-‘Nostra-Aetate-and-interreligious-dialogue_-A-radical-turn-in-Catholic-history-America-Magazine.pdf 
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2026/01/Vatican-II-‘Nostra-Aetate-and-interreligious-dialogue_-A-radical-turn-in-Catholic-history-America-Magazine.pdf 
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2026/01/Podcast_-Spiritual-advice-you-dont-want-to-miss-for-2026-America-Magazine.pdf 
https://www.societyofmaryusa.org/content/uploads/2026/01/Podcast_-Spiritual-advice-you-dont-want-to-miss-for-2026-America-Magazine.pdf 
https://www.nationalshrine.org/mass/
https://www.nationalshrine.org/mass/

